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Gold markets went back as it continue to see a lot of

interest in the $1300 level, an area that of course is

psychologically important. At this point, to the upside

it has a significant amount of resistance at the $1325

level, which is also the bottom of the uptrend line which

has been so important recently. That should cause

resistance, but if it can clear the $1325 level, the

market will more than likely go to the $1350 level, and

then beyond that which could open the door to the

crucial $1400 level. The market has been bouncing

between $1200 on the bottom and $1400 on the top

for some time, so is very likely that it will try to get

there given enough time. This week is going to be all

about the Fed, and what their interest rate outlook is

for the remainder of 2019.
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        Gold prices rose for a third consecutive session today as the dollar weakened
on expectations that the U.S Federal Reserve will maintain a dovish tone at
its monetary policy meeting this week.

     U.S gold futures rose about 0.3 percent to $1,304.70 an ounce. The dollar,
which eased marginally against major currencies, traded close to a two-week
low posted in the previous session.

       Investors currently expect there will be no U.S rate hikes this year, and are
even building in bets for a rate cut in 2020. If the Fed is more dovish than
expected, dollar is likely to move lower, and there is a lot of uncertainty
surrounding Brexit with hedging demand for safety.

     Spot gold rose 0.3 percent at $1,306.76 per ounce, as the dollar languished
near two-week lows hit in the previous session on growing expectations the
Fed would shift to a more accommodative policy stance.

    Indicative of investor sentiment toward gold, holdings of the SPDR Gold Trust,
the world’s largest gold-backed exchange-traded fund, rose about 1.1 percent
yesterday, i ts biggest one-day percentage gain since Jan. 18.

   Markets currently expect there will be no rate hikes this year, and are even
building in bets for a rate cut in 2020. The dollar index slid 0.2 percent, having
posted its biggest weekly decline since early December last week.

     The US dollar should remain firm, as the American economy continues to be
the best performer relative its peers, gold will face strong headwinds from the
broader currency markets.

 Gold prices edged up yesterday as expected the
U.S Federal Reserve will be accommodative for
the rest of the year weighed on the dollar

 Gold is used as a safe investment during times
of  pol i t ica l and financial uncertaint ies

 Gold has been edging up and the main driver is
a softening dollar

 The Fed’s decision and Brexit vote could be gold
boosters in the short term

 A stronger dollar can be a weight on to
commodities priced in the unit, making them more
expensive to users of other currencies
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       Oil prices were near 2019 highs, supported by supply cuts led by producer
club OPEC. U.S sanctions against oil producers Iran and Venezuela are also
boosting prices.

      U.S. West Texas Intermediate futures were at $59.10 per barrel, virtually
unchanged from their last settlement and close to the 2019 high of $59.23
reached the previous day. Brent crude oil futures were up 10 cents at $67.64
per barrel, also close to this year's peak of $68.14 reached late last week.

   The OPEC scrapped its planned meeting in April, effectively extending supply
cuts that have been in place since January until at least June, when the next
meeting is scheduled.

   OPEC and a group of non-affiliated producers including Russia, known as
OPEC+, started withholding supply to halt a sharp price drop in the second-
half of 2018, when markets came under pressure from surging output as well
as an economic slowdown.

   OPEC members had agreed to trim 800,000 bpd from October’s production
levels for six months through June of this year, with Russia and other allied
producers cutting another 400,000 bpd to total 1.2 million barrels in cuts.

       Oil futures gained with U.S prices climbing back to their highest finish since
November, as OPEC and its allies looked set to continue their crude production
cuts until June.

   Oil prices have continued to edge higher, hitting their highest levels this
year yesterday, as extended OPEC production cuts and lower inventories
help underpin prices.

The WTI Crude Oil market initially pulled back, as it
continue to see buyers jump into this market, perhaps
due to production cuts, perhaps due to a slightly softer
US dollar. With that being the case, it’s likely that it
should continue to see a lot of momentum entering
this market. Brent markets also rallied during the day,
breaking above the 200 day EMA it again. The $67.50
level has been significant resistance, but it looks as
if it is trying to clear that area. It appears also that the
WTI Crude Oil market is going to lead the way, so
therefore Brent markets may play a bit of “catch-up”
to the WTI market. To the downside, a lot of support
at the $65 level, which should cause plenty of buying
to reenter the marketplace. The crude oil production
in Libya is rising, but the markets are not much
interested in this news, as Libya’s share in the total
production volume is very much low.

 Crude oil ends higher as OPEC looks to stick to output
cuts through June

 May Brent prices currently around $1.20 per barrel
more expensive than December delivery

 The OPEC+ deal has brought stability to crude
prices and signs of an extension have taken crude
higher

 Prices have been further supported by U.S
sanctions against oil exports from Iran and
Venezuela

 On the demand-side, there is concern that an
economic slowdown will erode oil consumption
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 Silver prices are slightly higher in lackluster early U.S trading yesterday. A
weaker U.S dollar index on this day is working in favor of the precious metals
market bulls.

 Silver futures rallied during the Asian session as the US dollar rebounded
to its seventh session in nine sessions from its highest since the 21th of
June, 2017, according to the inverse relationship between them on the eve
of the launch of the FOMC meeting in Washington.

 Silver futures rose 0.33% to trade at $15.40 an ounce from the opening at
$15.34 an ounce, while the US dollar index fell 0.10% to 96.43 compared
to the opening at 96.51.

 Investor focus is turning to this week’s FOMC meeting of the Federal Reserve,
which begins today morning and ends on Wednesday afternoon with a
statement. The FOMC is not expected to change its monetary policy at this
meeting. The Fed has become more dovish the past few months.

 There is no specific, significant driver for gold at the moment, it is likely to
remain steady. Fundamentally, uncertainties surrounding trade tensions,
U.S-North Korea relations or Brexit have not really attracted significant
investment demand in gold.

 Investors are also looking the reveal of expectations of growth and
unemployment as well as inflation and future interest rates for the next three
years by FOMC members. While the Fed's intention to be patient and monitor
the economical data before resuming monetary policy tightening or not.

The silver market initially pulled back during the
trading session yesterday but found buyers to push
higher as the market has seen plenty of volatility in
this market, as it continue to see a lot of questions
about the Federal Reserve and what its next move
is. There will be a lot of attention paid to the Federal
Reserve this week, as it get more information on the
overall outlook of interest rate hikes for 2019. It
appears that investors are trying to break above the
psychologically important $15.50 level, and it’s the
gateway to higher pricing. The $15.50 level is
essentially halfway between support at the $15 level
and resistance at the $16 level above. If it can get
above that $16 level, it’s likely that it will continue to
go higher. The $16.50 level would be next, followed
by the $17 level is massive resistance. The alternate
scenario is that it break down below the $15 level.

 Silver prices gained 0.4 percent to $15.34 an
ounce

 Silver prices are trading not too far from unchanged
levels on the day

 The market is potentially setting up for some
additional dovish comments from the FOMC this
week

 A lack of fresh fundamental inputs to start the
trading week is keeping trading in many markets
more subdued

 May Comex silver was last up $0.011 at $15.335
an ounce
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