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Gold markets gapped yesterday, then reached towards

the $1323 level before rolling over. By doing so, the

market has formed a relatively negative candle stick,

but there is significant support underneath as well.

The $1300 level underneath should be supportive,

just as the 50 day EMA that sits right underneath it

should be. Gold prices whipsawed as investors took

profits on their short dollar positions. US yields also

whipsawed as riskier assets surged in value. The Fed

delivered a dovish hold of monetary policy and reduced

its growth forecasts for 2019 and 2020. In addition,

the average eliminated the number of rate hikes

declined from 2 in December to zero in March 2019.

This is a market that will continue to see a lot of

volatility, as it will move in relation to the US dollar.
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        Gold was steady today below a three-week peak hit the day before, pressured
by rising stock markets but remaining on track for a third straight weekly gain
after the U.S Federal Reserve said there would be no further interest rate
hikes this year.

        Spot gold was steady at $1,309.25 per ounce, while U.S gold futures gained
0.1 percent to $1,309 an ounce. Spot prices rose to their highest since Feb.
28 at $1,320.22, before paring gains to end the day down 0.2 percent.

       Gold is getting good support at the $1,300 price level and fundamentally, the
Fed not rising rates this year is a strong signal for gold. The dollar eased
against sterling after the European Union agreed to delay Britain’s exit from
the organisation, and was down 0.2 percent against its key rivals.

    The Fed earlier this week brought its three-year drive to tighten monetary
policy to an abrupt end, abandoning projections for any interest rate hikes this
year.

   The dollar largely held onto the previous session’s gains in early Asian trade
today, while sterling edged up on news that Britain could leave the European
Union without a Brexit deal at a slightly later date.

   The dollar was up 0.8%. A stronger dollar can dull investment interest in dollar-
denominated prices of gold from investors using other currencies, and vice
versa.

     The precious metals that are priced in the U.S unit continued to rise, but
finished off the session’s highs. Although strength in the dollar kept prices in
check.

 Gold will test multi-year highs in the mid-$1,300s
again in the coming weeks

 Higher interest rates raise the opportunity costs
of holding gold, which earns nothing and costs
money to store and insure

 Gold is still on track for a third straight weekly
gain, up about 0.6 percent so far this week

 The dollar index is pushing up and weighing on
the gold market, equity markets are starting to
come back

 There was lot of profit-taking in gold after
yesterday’s big jump and investors went into
equity markets
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       Oil hovered slightly below 2019 peaks today, propped up by ongoing supply
cuts led by producer club OPEC and by U.S sanctions on Iran and Venezuela.
U.S crude production returned to its record of 12.1 million bpd last week

      Brent crude oil futures were at $67.90 per barrel, 4 cents above their last
close. Brent hit a four-month high of $68.69 per barrel the day before. U.S
West Texas Intermediate futures were at $59.96 per barrel, down 2 cents
from their last settlement.

    Oil prices this year have been propped up by supply cuts by the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and non-affiliated allies such as Russia.
Global economic growth still remains a concern.

   Iranian crude oil shipments have averaged just over 1 million bpd in March,
down from 1.3 million bpd in February and a 2018 peak of at least 2.5 million
bpd in April. The average 1 million bpd in Iranian exports since November
seems likely to fall further.

   Venezuelan oil production has also dwindled amid U.S sanctions and an
internal political and economic crisis, plunging from a high of more than 3
million bpd at the start of the century to just 1 mill ion bpd.

      Increasing exports, which have doubled over the past year to more than 3
million bpd. The International Energy Agency estimated that the United States
would become a net crude oil exporter by 2021.

    A nearly 10-million-barrel fall in U.S crude stocks last week, the largest
drop since last July, boosted by strong export and refining demand, according
to the U.S government's Energy Information Administration.

The WTI Crude Oil market has initially pulled back
during the trading session yesterday, only to find buyers
to push it to the upside. Ultimately, this is a market
that should continue to see more momentum to the
upside, but it’s going to take some time to build up
confidence. Brent markets went back and forth during
the day, perhaps lagging the WTI market a bit. However,
it is still well above the 200 day EMA and of course
the $67.50 level. This is a market that has shown the
lot of bullish momentum, but it looks like the market
is ready to continue to go much higher. The $70 level
above should be a target, as it is the scene of a gap
in the past. The market will try to fill that gap, but
obviously it’s got some work to do. The market is
currently trading inside this zone just above the 50%
level at $59.63. The new short-term range is $54.87
to $60.39.

 Oil edged lower but held near 2019 highs,
supported by a sharp tightening of global stocks

 The Fed lowered its 2019 GDP view to 2.1% from
2.3% alongside a steeper drop for 2020 to 1.9%

 The U.S oil market is no longer oversupplied,
which should benefit WTI and result in further
price convergence

 U.S crude oil stocks are slightly below the five-
year average

 Crude prices have been pushed up by almost a
third since the start of 2019 by supply cuts led by
OPEC
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 Silver futures fluctuated higher in a tight range to see their eighth session
rise in 12 sessions since December 26 as the dollar index fell for the ninth
session in 12 sessions from its highest since 21 of June 2017 according to
the reverse relationship between them and economic data expected by the
US economy, the largest economy in the world.

 Silver futures rose 0.06% to currently trade at $15.48 an ounce, resuming
its rebound from a three-month low against the opening at $15.47 an ounce,
amid a drop in the US dollar index by 0.01% to 95.31, resuming its falls from
the highest in nearly two years compared to the opening at 95.32.

 Investors expect the US economy to release the preliminary reading of the
PMI index for March, amid expectations of the expansion of the industrial
sector to 53.5 compared to 53.0 in February, and a shrink in service sector
to 55.7 versus 53.0 in February.

 The FOMC statement said the Fed would keep U.S interest rates unchanged
and plans no more rate hikes this year. The statement also said the U.S
labor market remains strong but U.S economic growth has slowed a bit, as
evidenced by slower household spending and lower business investment.

 To the release of housing market data with the existing home sales index,
which may reflect a rise of 3.2% to 5.10 million against a decline of 1.2% at
4.94 million in January.

 On Wednesday, US President Donald Trump said his administration was
considering maintaining long-term tariffs until China's commitment was
confirmed.

Silver markets broke higher on the initial gap during
the trading session yesterday, reached much higher
but then turned around to show signs of exhaustion
again. By doing so, if the silver market is probably
going to drop from here, at least pulling back in the
short term. Overall, it looks like the market is going
to find the $15.50 level significant, as it has seen
several pullbacks from that level. However, if it can
turn around and break above the top of the candle
stick for the yesterday session, it could go much
higher. It suspect that were going to get a pullback
to roughly $15.28 though, so having said that short-
term selling will probably continue to be a major issue.
The US dollar will of course have a significant influence
on what happens with the precious metals market,
as a stronger US dollar will typically work against
both silver and gold.

 Silver prices gained 0.1 percent to $15.48 per
ounce

 The U.S dollar and stock market are still the
strongest assets even if the U.S economy is
slowing down a bit

 Silver prices were modestly up but well down
from their daily highs that saw three-week highs
in earlier U.S trading

 May Comex silver was last up $0.077 at $15.39
an ounce

 U.S stocks initially were supported on the dovish
Fed stance
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