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Gold prices soared on Friday as the U.S Dollar plunged

as investors prepared for this week’s U.S Federal

Reserve report on Wednesday, January 30. The Fed

is widely expected to leave rates unchanged. However,

this wasn’t the story exerting the most influence on

prices. According to a report from The Wall Street

Journal, the Fed is expected to discuss bringing an

end to its balance sheet reduction program. This would,

in effect, loosen Fed policy, which would make the

U.S Dollar a less-attractive investment. A lower dollar

would then make dollar-denominated gold a more

attractive asset. The uptrend was reaffirmed when

investors took out the last main bottom at $1300.40.

The new swing bottom is $1275.30. A trade through

this bottom will change the main trend to down.
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     Gold slipped today as a deal to reopen the U.S government dented safe-haven
demand, but prices hovered above the key $1,300-level on hopes the U.S
Federal Reserve will keep interest rates unchanged this week.

       Spot gold had fallen 0.1 percent to $1,301.37 per ounce, while U.S gold futures
climbed 0.2 percent to $1,300.61 per ounce. Asian stocks advanced today as
Wall Street rallied after a deal was announced to reopen the U.S government
following a prolonged shutdown that had shaken investor sentiment.

       The shutdown had added to the worries of investors who were already concerned
over slowing global growth, signs of stress in corporate earnings and a still
unresolved Sino-U.S trade war.

      Focus is shifting to the Fed’s policy meeting this week, when the U.S central
bank is expected to leave interest rates unchanged. The Federal Open Market
Committee meeting is scheduled for Jan. 29-30.

    The Fed raised interest rates four times last year and has signalled it will
probably lift borrowing costs twice in 2019, though some central bank officials
have said they will be patient in raising rates.

   Spot gold rose 1.8 percent on Friday, its best one-day percentage gain since
Oct. 11, to its highest since June 14, 2018. The metal also broke above the
psychological level of $1,300 level after failing multiple times due to strong
technical resistance.

.
     Investors are also worried about the impact of the longest US government

shutdown in history, with two bills to end the partial shutdown failing to win
enough votes in the Senate.

 Gold has jumped over one per cent to a more
than a seven-month high on Friday

 The US dollar fell off a three-week high reached
in the previous session as investors focused on
the Fed meeting next week

 Risks from economic and political perspectives,
are keeping gold relatively well supported

 The major catalyst supporting gold is a big drop
in the dollar

 Gold tends to appreciate on expectations of lower
interest rates, which reduce the opportunity cost
of holding non-yielding bullion
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        Oil prices fell after U.S energy firms added rigs for the first time this year in
a sign that crude production there may rise further, and as China, the world’s
second-largest oil user, reported additional signs of an economic slowdown.

         U.S crude oil futures were at $53.43 per barrel, down 26 cents, or 0.5 percent,
from their last settlement. International Brent crude oil futures were at $61.50
a barrel, down 14 cents, or 0.2 percent.

        High U.S crude oil production , which rose to a record 11.9 million barrels
per day late last year, has been weighing on oil markets. In a sign that output
could rise further, U.S energy firms last week raised the number of rigs
looking for new oil for the first time in 2019 to 862, an additional 10 rigs.

     Oil consumption has been increasing steadily, likely averaging above 100
million bpd for the first time ever in 2019, driven largely by a boom in China.
However, an economic slowdown amid a trade dispute between Washington
and Beijing is weighing on fuel demand-growth expectations.

       It is expected that U.S crude oil prices to range between $50-$60 per barrel
in 2019 and about $10 more per barrel for Brent, Tortoise Capital Advisors
said in its 2019 oil market outlook.

       However, Tortoise added that oil prices would be supported above $50 per
barrel as it was very clear that Saudi Arabia will no longer be willing to accept
these lower oil prices.

      High US crude oil production, which hit a record 11.9 million barrels per
day late last year, was weighing on oil markets. US energy firms last week
raised the number of rigs looking for new oil for the first time in 2019.

Based on Friday’s price action and the close at $53.69,
the direction of the March WTI crude oil futures contract
is likely to be determined by investors reaction to the
short-term pivot at $52.49. U.S West Intermediate
crude oil futures closed higher on Friday, but the short-
covering rally wasn’t strong enough to turn the market
higher for the week. The catalyst behind the move
was worries about a possible supply disruption due to
economic and political turmoil in Venezuela. The move
was muted when investors determined that there was
no immediate threat of sanctions against the country
by the United States. The main trend is up according
to the daily swing chart. A trade through $54.32 will
signal a resumption of the uptrend with the next target
the December 4 main top at $54.98. A trade through
$50.66 will change the main trend to down. The minor
trend is also up.

 Crude oil prices fell today after US energy firms added
rigs for the first time this year in a sign that crude
production there will rise further

 High supply and an economic slowdown are
weighing on the oil price outlook

 Oil is never a predictable affair, however, and
there are many situations that could cause prices
to spike

 A boom in US shale production has helped slash
crude pr ices over the past four years

 Prices would rise as refineries would have to buy their
share of oil from more expensive sources
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 Silver futures rose nearly one percent in Asian trade to January 10 highs,
while the dollar index backed off January 15 highs, as markets await the
Fed's meeting and the UK Parliament's Brexit vote this week.

 Silver futures due in March rose 0.71% to $15.81 an ounce to three-week
highs, while the dollar index shed 0.08% to 95.71, plumbing two-week lows.
Investors also await the second round of talks between US and China, the
largest trade partner for New Zealand, scheduled for January 30-31.

 ECB President Mario Draghi is scheduled to testify about the economy and
monetary policy before the European Parliament Economic and Monetary
Affairs Committee, in Brussels, while Bank of England Governor Mark Carney
will participate in a question and answer session, along with other MPC
members, about the future of money at the Bank of England's Future Forum,
in London.

 The Federal Reserve is scheduled to meet on January 29-30 for its policy
meeting, with analysts expecting no change in interest rates between 2.25%
and 2.50% after four hikes last year.

 Otherwise, US President Donald Trump asked Congress to come up with
a new bill to reopen the federal government until mid-February, ending the
longest government shutdown in US history.

 Silver futures due in March rose 2.6% to $15.699 an ounce, marking a 2%
weekly profit. The shutdown had added to the worries of investors who were
already concerned over slowing global growth, signs of stress in corporate
earnings and a still unresolved Sino-U.S trade war.

Silver markets pulled back initially during the trading
week, testing the 20 EMA. The $15 level underneath
is the “floor” in the market, and then it is going to go
looking towards the $16 level. At this point, the $16
level above is going to be significant, so if it can break
above there the market will then go to the $16.50
level, perhaps even the $17 level after that. This is
a market that certainly seems to be very bullish and
it certainly looks as if there have been a lot of buyers
underneath. The US dollar will give a major signal
as to where the Silver markets will go. At this chart
it can draw a bit of a correlation between it and the
EUR/USD pair, which is probably the easiest way to
track the value of the dollar outside of the US Dollar
Index. If the US dollar continues to selloff, that will
be reason enough for Silver to test $16, and then
reached towards my longer-term target of $17.

 Silver prices rose 2.3 percent to $US15.66 per
ounce

 The Fed raised interest rates four times last year
and has signalled it will probably lift borrowing
costs twice in 2019

 Investor sentiment toward silver is the most
negative across the precious metals complex

 Silver has underperformed the precious metals
group so far this year

 The strength is expected in silver to resume in
the near term
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